
Murphysboro City Council Meeting 
September 10, 2013 

 
The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its 
ordinances, on the 10th day of September, 2013.  Mayor Stephens called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and Alderman Hughes led the council in prayer.  
Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.  Mayor Stephens then directed City Clerk Cottonaro to call 
the roll.  The roll was called with the following  
 
Present: Barb Hughes, Ron Nolan, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, 

Danny Bratton, Mark Costa, Sandra Bullar, Russell Brown, Gary 
McComb 

 
Absent:  
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the August 13, 2013 council meeting.  
All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the 
meeting. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the August 26, 2013 special council 
meeting.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, 
prior to the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register #506 through 
September 6, 2013, accounts receivable through September 6, 2013 and 
payroll through September 6, 2013.  All aldermen received a copy of the 
accounts payable, accounts receivable and payroll for their review, prior to 
the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 



MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Motion:  To approve the appointment of Jeanne Goforth to the Sallie Logan 
Public Library Board. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Mayor Stephens: 
 

1. Thanked volunteers who helped with the Apple Festival Clean-up on 
Saturday, September 7th. 

2. Reminded members that we will meet at 21st & Walnut at 10:30 a.m. to 
line-up for the Apple Festival.  Apples and candy have been purchased, 
families are welcome to help. 

3. Blues Festival is the 21st. 
 
Alderman Hughes announced that the Methodist Church is holding an Apple 
Pancake Breakfast from 7-10 a.m. on the 14th. 
 

REQUESTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
Cathy Norton announced that she will be attending council meetings because 
she is interested in the city. 
 
Superintendent Grode of CUSD #186 presented a video on CUSD #186 and the 
Technological Revolution. 
 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

 
Budget & Finance Committee meeting of August 26, 2013 
 
Motion:  To approve accounts payable register #505 through August 26, 
2013. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
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Budget & Finance Committee meeting of September 3, 2013 
 
Motion:  To approve giving Unique Shops Group $300 to publicize their Fall 
Walk. 
Motion by Alderman Pierson Second by Alderman Bastien 
Ayes: Mike Bastien, Barb Hughes, Ron Nolan, Bill Pierson  
Nays: Vicki Ardrey, Dan Bratton, Russell Brown, Sandi Bullar, Mark Costa. Gary 

McComb 
Motion Not Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve paying $488.84 for the repair of the Senior Citizen’s 
van. 
Motion by Alderman Costa Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Public Works Committee meeting of September 3, 2013.   
 
Motion:  To approve the Proposal For Bridge Inspection by Hampton, 
Lenzini & Renwick Inc. in an amount not to exceed $1500. 
Motion by Alderman Bratton Second by Alderman Ardrey 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve the oil & chip to Nieman Lane. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve reinstituting, enforcing and placing signage in yards in 
violation of ordinances. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bastien 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Public Improvement meeting of August 26, 2013. 
 
Motion:  To approve the request by Tom & Bob Ridings to vacate alley as 
presented if all legal aspects will work. 
Motion by Alderman Bratton Second by Alderman Norton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.   
Ayes: Vicki Ardrey, Mike Bastien, Russell Brown, Dan Bratton, Sandi Bullar, 

Mark Costa, Barb Hughes, Ron Nolan, Bill Pierson 
Nays: Alderman McComb 
Motion Carried. 
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Public Improvement meeting of September 3, 2013.   
 
Alderman Bratton informed the council that Flowers Trucking is also in violation 
of the ordinance.  
 
Motion:  To approve drafting a letter to the owner of the towing company at 
the old Cox Trucking regarding ordinance violations. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Seconded by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Public Safety Committee meeting of August 26, 2013.   
 
Motion:  To approve a 25 MPH speed limit sign on S. 17th Street from 
Spruce to Shoemaker Drive. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Seconded by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To approve a 20 MPH speed limit sign and Children at Play sign on 
Suburban Drive. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Seconded by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Building & Grounds Committee meeting of September 3, 2013 
 
Motion:  To approve to pay up to approximately $350 toward a new window 
air conditioning unit for the Senior Citizens Building. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman McComb 
Alderman Bullar agreed to rescind her original motion. 
 
Motion:  To approve to pay up to approximately $350 toward the repairs of 
window air conditioning units for the Senior Citizens Building. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman McComb 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Community Relations Committee meeting of July 22, 2013. 
 
Mike Mills has indicated there are 87 teams this year competing. 
 
Motion:  To approve the street closures for BBQ Championship as 
presented.  
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
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Alderman Ardrey asked that we determine the cost of street closures then we 
could get reimbursed for the costs and would not have to deny requests for 
businesses. 
 
Motion:  To not approve the request for street closures from Studio 84.  
Motion by Alderman Costa Second by Alderman McComb 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Personnel Committee meeting of September 3, 2013 
 
Motion:  To approve to hire a part time person in the water maintenance 
department for up to 600 hours. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
On advice of Ed Heller, we will start the new schedule dates and times of the 
committee meetings in October. 
  
Motion:  To approve changing standing committee meetings to the 3rd and 
4th Mondays of the month at 5:30 p.m. with Personnel, Public 
Safety/Improvement and Building and Grounds meeting the 3rd Monday and 
Budget & Finance, Community Relations and Public Works meeting on the 
4th Monday of every month. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Barb Hughes Nothing 
 
Ron Nolan Nothing 
 
Vicki Ardrey Nothing 
 
Bill Pierson Nothing 
 
Mike Bastien Nothing 
 
Danny Bratton Recognize students in attendance.  Appreciated Mr. 

Grode’s presentation. 
 
Mark Costa Nothing 
 
Sandi Bullar Nothing 
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Russell Brown Nothing  
 
Gary McComb Remember to clean up any areas that need it before ever 

body comes to town for the Apple Festival.   
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Ed Heller Nothing 
 
Eric Kennedy Nothing 
 
Tim Lee Thanks for the extra help employee 
 
Brian Manwaring Nothing 
 
Ron Manwaring Nothing 
 
Darrin Mills Nothing 
 
Ed Reiman Nothing 
 
Sandra Ripley Community Night Out is October 1st and she can use 

volunteers. 
 
Jim Stewart Nothing 
 
Steve Swafford Nothing. 
 
Bill Center Oil & chip is done.  They left out cemetery, will do next year 

and some alleys that are torn up due to new water line being 
put in. 

 
Motion:  To go into executive session at 8:15 pm to discuss matters related 
to 5ILCS 120/2(c)(1) regarding pending litigation.   

Motion by Alderman Bastien Seconded by Alderman Bratton 

Yeas: Barb Hughes, Ron Nolan, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Danny 
Bratton, Mark Costa, Russell Brown, Sandi Bullar, Gary McComb  

Nays: None 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To come out of executive session at 8:55 p.m. 

Motion by Alderman Bratton Seconded by Alderman Bastien 

Yeas: Barb Hughes, Ron Nolan, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Danny 
Bratton, Mark Costa, Russell Brown, Sandi Bullar, Gary McComb  

Nays: None 
Motion Carried  
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Motion:  To approve Attorney Heller to issue an offer to John Medwedeff of 
$50,000 with complete release of any possible cause of action from all 
persons involved with the Town Center Park project, with a response date 
of ten days from date of letter.   
Motion by Alderman Pierson Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote. 
Yeas: Barb Hughes, Ron Nolan, Bill Pierson, Danny Bratton, Gary McComb  
Nays: Vicki Ardrey, Mike Bastien, Mark Costa, Russell Brown, Sandi Bullar 
Mayor Stephens: Yea 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To adjourn 
Motion by Alderman Hughes Second by Alderman Costa 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 


